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A TRULY GREAT HOTEL CAN’T BE MEASURED SOLELY BY THE FANCY SOAP IN THE MAR-
ble bath, the plushness of the bed, or the quality of the chocolate provided with turndown
service. We all love these little touches of luxury, of course. But they’ve become standard-
ized—a way of offering the predictability that many travelers crave. Forgive us, but that’s
not a very exciting way to explore the world. The most memorable travel experiences are
the ones we didn’t expect and can’t replicate anywhere else.

The properties on this year’s Best New Hotels list, our third, prove that a hotel that goes
against the grain of ho-hum luxury can change the vibrations of its neighborhood and its
city. More importantly, it can change the way you see a place. At Kona Village, a Rosewood
Resort on Hawaii’s Big Island, we fished in the same ponds as people did centuries ago and
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drank at the same bar as Jim Morrison did in the
sixties. The hotel is located on a calm beach with
warm, clear water. You could put pretty much any
kind of property there and it would be successful.
Butit’s the respect for how this land was used long
ago as well as how it will be used in the future—it
operates completely on solar energy—that con-
nects with us on a deeper level. Staying at the Sea
Ranch Lodge in California will give you an appre-
ciation for how modernist design can meld with
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nature. And Rome’s Bulgari Hotel helps to redefine what Itali
no property we visited will change the way you think about a city more than our Hotel of
the Year: The Lafayette serves as an ambassador to the richness of San Diego’s culture. room and b
And it does so with a range of nonstop hospitality/options that include incredible cock- mamalistwe
tails, a vibrant pool scene, a twenty-four-hour diger, and even bowling.

The thing is: You need to have your mind open to change. If all you really want are fancy
soaps and soft sheets, that’s all you'll get out of an éxperience. A hotel can only do somuch.
But when you change your receptors to a more receiving frequency and visit a place vi-
brating on a different level, that’s when travel ic happens. Sometimes a great hotel
can change the way you see yourselfin the world. —Kevi
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NONAVILIAGE,
A ROSEWOOD RESORT

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII
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The best kauhale have their
own private pools.

This magical stretch of black-sand beach was a fish-
ing village in the year 1000. In the early 1960s, it
became Kona Village and felt less like a hotel than
a community of kauhale (Hawaiian for “houses”),
where a coconut outside your door was your DO
NOT DISTURB sign and a wrecked boat was turned
into a makeshift bar. This bohemian yet exclusive
getaway gained a loyal clientele—Jim Morrison
drank here, and it was one of Steve Jobs’s hide-
outs—before it was damaged by a tsunami in 2011.

Last year, it was resurrected by Rosewood Hotels
& Resorts with the guidance of a cultural commit-
tee made up of descendants of the original inhab-
itants. The result is the kind of place where ancient
sites feel incorporated into how this land is used
today. It is a Rosewood, however. A gorgeous spa
overlooks the lava fields; each guest gets their own
bike; a large infinity pool awaits. But there’s still
the shipwreck bar and, of course, the DO NOT DIS-
TURB coconuts. Rooms from $1,800 —K.S.

THE BEST REASON TO VISIT VEGAS

Fontainebleau

LAS VEGAS

At the fifty-five-thousand-square-foot La-
pis spa, in the sixty-seven-story Fontaine-
bleau (the tallest hotel on the Strip), there is
alarge co-ed saunawhere adancer moves
heat and aromas around the room to the
sounds of new-age music and meditative
scenes projected ontoascreen. | could have
spent my entire day at this spa, going from
cold plunge pool to salt cave to herbal inha-
lationroom, but | also wanted to putinsome
time atthe gym, one of the swankiest I'd ever
setfootin—witharoomdedicatedto stretch-
ingandan area for flipping tractor tires—and
attherestaurants andbars, of course. There
will be thirty-six in total (I'll need to come
back to try more), but the current highlights
include pasta maestro Evan Funke's Mother
Wolf and the discreet lobby bar Collins. You
canreachtherooms, many with soaking tubs
and views of the Sphere, without stepping
into the casino, which has natural light and
soaring, curving ceilings. A rarity in Vegas.
All of this feels like a rarity in Vegas. Rooms
from $300—K. S.

The SeaRanch Lodge

Sixties vibes on the
northern Cali coast.

SEA RANCH, CALIFORNIA

NEW- AND OLD-SCHOOL LUXE IN EUROPE

Bulgari

Hotel Roma be. The newest Bulgari hotel—the  amazingtothinkitwasn'talways here. % %
brand’sninth, with 114 roomsandsuites ~ What's more, for all its gilded trap- ge
ROME rightinthe luxury house'shometown—  pings, Bulgari Hotel Roma is remark- é 8_ g
doesn't miss. It's flush with modern  ably comfortable. It's nearly impossi- :i( 3z
Opulentdoesn'tevencomeclose.The  amenities (like WhatsApp-supported  ble to leave. But of course you must; § § %
marble bathrooms. The plush linens.  butler service), but its design (think  Rome itself beckons. Then again, the g % g
The floral-patterned breakfastchina.  heavy stonesandearthy tones)seeks  Eternal City isn't going anywhere. ¥t
Proudly occupying a corner of the  to blend in with the icons of its sur- ~ Rooms from $1,750 —Madison Vain Modern Roman design at the Bulgari. 29

Piazza Augusto Imperatore, it's just
steps from everywhere you'll want to

As you arrive at the very northern reaches of the Sonoma coast, you'll start to see
the timber-frame structures that make up Sea Ranch, a sixties modernist utopia. Its
heartis the recently renovated Sea Ranch Lodge, that rare place that blends nature,
modern architecture, and design—each inspirational in its own right and downright
spiritual when combined. You leave with an appreciation for fonts and graphics, for
the smell of fresh cedar, for sea foam. Rooms from $500 —K. S.

roundings. It works: Spend more than
a few hours on-site and suddenly it's
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Bleau Bar, in the center of the Fontainebleau.






